
 

 

LITTLE CRESSINGHAM & THREXTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the virtual Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 20th January 2021 at 9.30am  
 
Present: Cllrs Tony Abel (Chairman), Tim Leonard TL (Vice Chairman), Chris Cannon CC, Martin Kay MK, 
NCC/BDC Cllr Fabian Eagle and Melanie Cousins – Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public 
present via Zoom 
 
Apologies: Cllr Ashton Austin 
 

 
1. Meeting opened and the Chairman welcomed the Councillors present. 

 
2. To consider dispensations and declarations of interest: There were no declarations of interest. 

 
3. To approve minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 24th September 2020: These 

were agreed and signed as a true record. 
 

4. To note matters arising not included on the agenda – None. 

 

5. NCC and BDC – Cllr Eagle updated on the following issues:  

a) BDC – i) Council Tax as set out in the budget at £4.95.  An increase on a Band D property is being con-

sidered.  ii) An animal welfare officer is to be appointed with regard to new arrangements.  iii) Little 

Cressingham falls within a surveillance zone for Avian Flu outbreak.  iv) It is currently proposed that lo-

cal elections will take place in May 2021.  

b) NCC – It is proposed to increase Council Tax by 1.99% and a 2% increase on Social Care.  The green 

paper on Social Care has been delayed.  The Chairman asked whether Council offices are currently 

open.  Cllr Eagle advised that it is necessary to make an appointment.  Cllr Abel felt there were currently 

delays in responses; Cllr Eagle would report back as to whether staff were all currently working from 

home. Cllr Leonard said that there had been a 3-week delay in responding to a report of fly-tipping re-

cently.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Eagle for his report and for undertaking to look into concerns raised.    

 
6. Chairman’s Announcements – None.   

 
7. Clerk’s Correspondence: 

• The Police Parish Newsletter Ashill/Necton (December 2020) had been forwarded to Cllrs and put on the 
website for information.  There were no local crimes reported, the focus being Swaffham based crimes.   

• Letters of thanks from NARS and from the EAAA for the donations received – these were noted. 

• Highways/Rangers issues – a) The Clerk had submitted a further enquiry re the suggestion that the priority 

of the ‘Stanta junction’ as you enter The Arms from Watton be reversed. Cllr Leonard would forward a pho-
tograph of the sign to the Clerk.  b) Lorries moving sugar beet through The Arms – Cllr Cannon advised that 
this piece of road had again suffered damage to verges and work was required once more to clear the mud.  
Enquiries would be made to find out who the contractor is.                                         ACTION: Cllrs 

• Email from a local farmer re overhanging trees between Pilgrims Way and North Bridge – This issue has 

now been resolved by the Chairman, who has removed the overhanging branches and raised the canopy of 
the trees.   

• Email proposing defibrillator for Little Cressingham (£200.00 grant available from London Hearts) – It was 
suggested that the church could be a suitable site for a defibrillator and the Chairman would follow this up.  
The Clerk would follow up sources for grants and the Chairman said that the Village Trust might be able to 
contribute as well.  Further consideration would be given to this at the next meeting once enquiries had 

been made regarding the position for a defibrillator and grants to cover the cost.  ACTION: Chair / Clerk 
                                                                                                                                                  
8. Update from Cllr Leonard on Broadband: Cllr Leonard did not have an update; Broadband in The Arms 

had improved.  
 

9. Trees – Cllr Leonard said that work was continuing on the felling of ash trees suffering from dieback.  Trees 

have been marked for felling in Green Lane.  He asked whether the Parish Council might consider planting 

some trees.  The Chairman said that the contractors are monitoring the trees over the winter and would 

make contact again in the spring.  He would support re-planting of trees but there would be a limit as to how 

many could be replaced in Green Lane due to light available.  Cllr Leonard said he would replace the one 



 

 

felled near his property and would give consideration to other locations for replacement trees.  This would be 

on the agenda for the next meeting.                                                                            ACTION: Cllr Leonard 

 

10. Update from Cllr Kay on Community Speedwatch with Great Cressingham: Cllr Kay did not have an 

update on this as no follow-up action had taken place since the start of the pandemic.  He would email those 

involved and report back to the next meeting.                                                               ACTION: Cllr Kay                                                    

11. Update from Cllr Kay on SAM2 and information recorded: Cllr Kay said that he had contacted Westcotec 

about the high speeds he had recorded (80mph and 90mph near the church).  He had been given 3 possible 

reasons for the speed – i) a motorbike; ii) Two vehicles passing each other and the radar beam bouncing off 

both of them; iii) A sparrowhawk flying down.  There had been a repeat of the 90mph speed and also of 

55mph at 6.00pm.   The average speed of speed limit violators was 33.5mph and the law abiding drivers’ 

average was 23mph.   The Chairman thanked Cllr Kay for his report and also for moving the SAM2 signs 

around the village.  Cllr Kay said he would continue to monitor the data and bring a follow-up report to the 

next meeting.                                                                                                                   ACTION: Cllr Kay                                                                    

12. Update on Signpost Newsletter – request for annual donation of £30 towards costs: The Clerk advised 

that she had received a request from the Editor as advertising was no longer covering the cost.  Cllrs all 

agreed they were willing to support this, although currently the newsletter was only on line.  Cllr Canon 

proposed agreeing to pay £30pa as requested and this was seconded by Cllr Leonard.  This would be 

brought back to the next meeting (AGM) by which time the Newsletter might once again be being printed.  

The Clerk to inform the Editor of this decision.                                                                  ACTION: Clerk 

 
13. To discuss the Precept Requirement for 2021/22 (currently £800.00pa): Following discussion, it was 

proposed by Cllr Leonard and Seconded by Cllr Kay to continue with the precept at £800.00.  All were in 

favour of this and the Clerk would forward this advice to Breckland.                                 ACTION: Clerk 

 

14. To consider signing the following cheques: It was agreed to make payment to - 

Melanie Cousins – Sept/Oct/Nov/Dec 2020 - 16 hours @ £10.21 per hr = £163.36 + 
fuel £5.00 + 1/3 share of printing paper £0.99 = £169.35  
                                                                                                               

£163.36 
  £5.99 

£169.35 

          The most recent bank statement dated 31st December 2020 gave the Business Premium Account balance as  
           £1,416.10.  The combined bank balance was noted to be £1,516.10.  
 

15. Planning issues for discussion:  
a) 3PL/2017/0950/HOU – T R Scott Properties ‘The Mill House, Fairstead Lane, Little Cressingham IP25 

6NP: No further update received.  The Clerk to continue to follow this up with Planning.  ACTION: Clerk                         
b) STV, Forge House, Little Cressingham IP25 6ND – The Chairman said that he believed work to be 

taking place for which neither building regulation nor planning permission had been received.  The 
Chairman had discussed his concerns with Cllr Ashton, who would be in favour of the Chairman’s 

reservations being followed up with BDC Planning.  All Cllrs present confirmed they were also in 
agreement with this being followed up by the Clerk. Photographs were made available to the Clerk, who 
would raise a formal complaint on behalf of the Council.                                             ACTION: Clerk 

c) 3PL/2020/1234/F – Proposed two storey extension – Faraday House, Threxton Road Industrial Estate, 
Little Cressingham – APPROVED – The Council noted the approval. 

                                                                       

16. Other Business:  
a) Cllr Cannon was concerned about suspicious vehicle activity on the link road off the Gt 

Cressingham Road to Stanta, west of The Arms.  Cllr Leonard confirmed that he had noticed 
this and that there were gatherings of people there.  Cllr Cannon to phone the MoD to discuss 
the possibility of a sign saying that CCTV is in operation in the area.    ACTION: Cllr Cannon                                                                                          

b) The Chairman had been advised that the owner of the property at 1 Watton Road had planted 
shrubs on the Highway verge; the councillors considered that this would impede grass cutting 
and restrict drivers’ vision in the crossroads vision splay.  The Chairman would send a 
photograph to the Clerk for her to report it to Highways.                              ACTION: Clerk                                                                                                           

c) The Chairman had been advised about a car being regularly parked on a grass area in 
Pilgrim’s Way and spoiling the turf.  The driver probably lives at No 8 Pilgrims way.  The 
Chairman to send photos to the Clerk, who will raise this issue with BDC, who maintain the 

grass area in question.                                                                                ACTION: Clerk                                           



 

 

 
17. Next Meeting and agenda items Thursday 13th May 2021 at 7.30pm at All Saints Church, Threxton.  Items 

for the agenda to include the following: Update on Defibrillator; Highways/Rangers issues; Broadband 
update; Speedwatch update; Update on SAM2 information recorded; Update on Planning Enforcement on 
3PL2017/0950/HOU; Update on complaint raised re STV, Forge House; Items raised under Other Business 
– as set out in item 16 above. 

 

 
 

Meeting Closed 10.40am 
 
 
 

 
Signed __________________________________                                               Dated ______________2021 
 
 

 


